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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

Napoleon,
Emperor of
the West.

Belief of
Napoleon
that he was
the successor

of the eighth century, and the son of the Corsican lawyer,
with all the brilliance of a Frenchman and all the resolute
profundity of an Italian, reared in, yet only half believing,
the ideas of the Encyclopaedists, swept up into the seat of
absolute power by the whirlwind of a revolution. Alcuin
and Talleyrand are not more unlike than are their masters.
But though in the characters and temper of the men there
is little resemblance, though their Empires agree in this
only, and hardly even in this, that both were founded on
conquest, there is nevertheless a sort of grand historical
similarity between their positions. Both were the leaders
of fiery and warlike nations, the one still untamed as the
creatures of their native woods, the other drunk with revo-
lutionary fury. Both aspired to found, and seemed for a
time to have succeeded in founding, universal monarchies.
Both were gifted with a strong and susceptible imagina-
tion, which if it sometimes overbore their judgment, was
yet one of the truest and highest elements of their great-
ness. As the one looked back to the kings under the
Jewish theocracy and the Emperors of Christian Rome,
so the other thought to model himself after Caesar and
Charlemagne. For, useful as was the fancied precedent
of the title and career of the great Carolingian to a chief
determined to be king, yet unable to be king after the
fashion of the Bourbons, and seductive as was such a con-
nexion to the imaginative vanity of the French people, it
was no studied purpose or stimulating art that led Napo-
leon to remind his subjects so frequently of the hero he
claimed to represent. No one who reads the records of
his life can doubt that he believed, as fully as he believed
anything, that the same destiny which had made France
the centre of the modern world had also appointed him
to sit on the throne and carry out the projects of Charles